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What is Truancy? 
 
Truant means a child, who is absent from school for five or more days during any school 

semester and/or not formally enrolled, who does not have a valid excuse.  
 

Jurisdiction 
 
All students, without regard to domicile, are subject to the truancy ordinance. 

 

As long as a child is an enrolled Community member, or those eligible for membership under 18 

years of age, is bound to comply with GRIC ordinances, regardless of residency.  These children 

commit a violation of GRIC law when they fail to attend school, whether the school is physically 

located on or off the reservation. 

 

Gila River Indian Community Truancy Ordinance 
 

7.603. Truancy. 
 

A.  It is unlawful for any child between the ages of five and eighteen years of age that fails 

to enroll and attend school more than five days during any school semester without a valid excuse 

shall be considered truant. 
 

1. Any child who is truant from school without a valid excuse may be subject to 

adjudication as a status offender. 
 

2. Truancy matters against children or a child’s parent(s) or guardian(s) may be 

initiated by any of the following individuals or agencies: 
 

a. Law enforcement officials; 
 

b. TSS worker; 
 

c. The Protective Services Attorney; 
 

d. Parent or court appointed guardian; 
 

e. Principal, or his designee of a school; 
 

f. Truancy officer; 
 

g. Probation Officers. 
 

3. A truancy officer shall be authorized to investigate a child’s absence from school 

to determine if cause exists to file a truancy petition or citation. A truancy 

officer shall also be authorized to issue and prosecute a citation or petition for 

truancy against a child absent from school without a valid excuse, and against that 

child’s parent(s) or guardian(s). 
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4. Petitions  filed  under  section  7.603  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  set  forth  

in  section 7.601.B., with the exception that petitions shall be signed by the 

person or party making an allegation of truancy and shall set forth his capacity or 

interest in bringing the allegation. 
 

5. Although petition or citations can be filed and prosecuted under section 7.603 

without the authorization or participation from the Protective Services Attorney, 

nothing herein shall prevent the Protective Services Attorney from initiating or 

prosecuting any petition or citation arising under this section. 

 

6.  Before a truancy officer may file a petition or issue a citation under this section, 

the truancy officer and/or the child’s school shall make reasonable efforts to get the 

child to attend school, which may include: 

 

a. Telephone calls to the child’s parent(s) or guardian(s); 

b. Correspondence sent to the child’s parent(s) or guardians(s); 

c. Meeting with the child’s parent(s) or guardian(s); 

d. Visits to the child’s home; or 

e. Provide information to various agencies to assist the child and/or family to 

address or overcome any issues or impediments that hinder the child’s 

regular attendance at the school. 
 

7. The reasonable efforts taken by the child’s school and/or the truancy officer must be 

included in the petition or citation, either in the body or as an attachment. 

 
8. Absences due to suspension or expulsion from school shall not be considered 

excused under this section. 

 
NOTE: Taken from Ordinance GR-03-16, also known as the Children’s Code of the Gila River Indian Community Law 

and Order Code 

 

Purpose of the Truancy Ordinance 
 
The purpose of the ordinance is to encourage, enable and empower children, parents/guardians, and 

schools to ensure the education of GRIC children by: 

 Encouraging early intervention through application of the process; 

 Providing children and parents/guardians access to resource agencies for services and 

referrals;  

 Enhancing the ability to enforce said ordinances and;  

 Allowing schools to issue petitions. 

 

Valid Excuse means: 

 
Your child will not be cited if: 

a. The child is less than five (5) years old; enrolled in a Court approved home-

school or online program; has received a high school diploma, has obtained a 

high school graduate equivalency diploma; or has otherwise satisfied the  
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requirements of graduation as established by the school district in which he 

resides or discretion of the Court. 

b. The child is ill, as documented by a medical professional for an absence 

longer than five consecutive days.   

c. Absences, confirmed by a parent(s) or guardian(s), for medical treatment, 

appointments, and hospitalizations of a duration not longer than five 

consecutive days. 

  d. The child suffers from a physical or mental condition that the school  

   determines makes it impractical for the child to attend school, left out even 

   with reasonable accommodations. 

  e. Death of a family member for a period of up to five consecutive days. 

  f.  Attendance at religious or cultural events.  

  g. Participation in a school-sponsored or authorized activity 

  h. Required court attendance, as evidenced by a notice of appearance, subpoena, 

   or other order of the court. 
i. Family event for which prior notice is given such that the child will be able 

to continue coursework while away from school and maintain the level of 

progress customary prior to absences. 

  j. For other good cause, as determined in advance by the appropriate school  

   official, after consultation with the child’s parent(s) or guardian(s). 

 

NOTE:  Schools have internal control. In petitions filed before the courts, it will be the responsibility 

of the school to bear the burden of proof according to the GRIC Ordinance. 

 

Truancy Officer 
 
Truancy officer means a person employed or designated by the Community or a school, where 

children attend classes, to enforce the truancy provisions of the Gila River Indian Community Code, 

including the prosecution of status offenders and their parents or guardians. 

 

A truancy officer shall be authorized to investigate a child’s absence from school to determine if 

cause exists to file a truancy petition or citation.  A truancy officer shall also be authorized to issue 

and prosecute a citation or petition for truancy against a child absent from school without a valid 

excuse, and/or against the child’s parent(s) or guardian(s) 

 

Truancy Intervention 
 

Before a truancy petition is filed by a school’s designated Truant Officer, the designee must make 

reasonable efforts to contact the parents/guardians and the child to determine the reason for the 

truant behavior and work with the family to resolve it.  Reasonable efforts will vary according to the 

circumstances of a particular situation and will ultimately be determined by the Court.  If it is a first 

offense for a child between the ages of 10 and 18, a referral to Teen Court should be part of those 

reasonable efforts. 
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Schools must make reasonable efforts to get children into school.  These efforts include, but are not 

limited to, the following: 

 The school will contact parent/guardians by phone and document the 

attempt/conversation every time a child is absent without a valid excuse.  In the event 

that parents/guardians cannot be contacted by phone, a letter will be sent by the 

Attendance Office. 

 Letters will be sent home on the 3
rd

, 5
th

, and 9
th 

unexcused absence  (whether 

consecutive or not) in a given semester. 

  After any absence, the Truancy Officer or designee will make a home visit.  During 

this visit the Truancy Officer will attempt to discover why the child has not been in 

school and discuss the truancy ordinance and the possible consequences for failure to 

comply with the ordinance.  At this time the Truancy Officer will also provide the 

parent with a copy of the Truancy Reference Guide and review those sections 

pertinent to the family’s stated problem.  The Truancy Officer must convey to the 

parent that after this visit, the child is expected to return to school regularly and 

failure of the child to return to school regularly will result in serving a petition. 

 

Referral Process: 

 Interventions – School’s Referral to other agencies, letters, home visits, contracts 

 Referrals –   Truancy Teen Court Program, School Counselor, Social Worker, School  

    Resource Officer (SRO)  

 Home Visits – Truancy Officer Agreement 

 Petition – Contact and Referral (contact logs, Truancy Teen Court Program Referral and 

   School Records) 

   Child Truancy Process 

   Copy of Truancy Officer’s record 1-4 

 

Once the child has completed the Truancy Teen Court Program, the Court will sent a notice to the 

referring school on successful or failure to complete the program 

 

NOTE:  Use discretion with children who are too young to be in control of their attendance  

   situation. 

 

Truancy Teen Court Program Referral Process 
  
Teen Court is on a voluntary basis. When making a referral the following process will be followed: 

 

 Step 1:  Fill out appropriate referral form. 

 Step 2:  Attach the contact log and any supporting documents of reasonable 

   efforts including the child’s attendance record to the referral form. 

 Step 3:  Make sure to indicate the school name in the blank for “agency” on 

   the referral form. 

 Step 4:  Keep on copy for the school file and issue a copy to the child and  

   parent/guardian. 
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 Step 5:  Hand-deliver the “Original Copy” to the Probation Department  

   at the GRIC Courthouse. 

 Step 6:  Have the Probation Department log in your referral. 

 Step 7:  After logging in your “Original Copy” of you referral the original goes  

   To the Truancy Teen court Program. 

 Step 8:  The Teen Court Coordinator will determine if the student is eligible  

   for the program through their referral process. 

 Step 9:  Once the student successfully or unsuccessfully completes the  

   program the school making he referral will be notified. 

 

 

Petition Process   
 

  Step 1:     Prepare all supporting documentation of truancy (attendance records

    documentation of telephone calls, copies of letters sent to       

    parent/guardians documentation of home visits).   

  Step 2:    Complete the petition form per instructions provided. 

  Step 3:    Make certain the petition form shows the dates of absences. 

  Step 4:    Attach a copy of the school’s attendance policy and a printout of     

    child’s absences to the original petition (Court copy)  

  Step 5:    Make four (4) copies of the petition and all supporting   

    documents and submit to: 

1. Courts       

2. Law Office (schools shall mail or hand deliver)  

3. Defendant 

4. School 

  Step 6:   Deliver the petition with supporting documents to the appropriate  

    GRIC Children’s Court (Sacaton and west side Courts are open  

    Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 

  Step 7:   The court clerks will time and date stamp all copies of the petition. 

  Step 8:  Submit the original petition with supporting documents (court copy) 

    plus an additional copy of the petition (for the defendant), to the Court 

    Clerk.  The additional copy of the petition is for the Court to send  

    to the parents along with the Notice of Hearing. 

  Step 9:  Hand deliver or mail one copy of the petition to the GRIC Law Office. 

  Step 10: Keep the final copy for the school file.  Continue collecting  

    documentation of reasonable efforts to get the child in school and  

    records of absences.  Provide these to the Law Office and bring all  

    supporting documents with you to the hearing. 

   

NOTE: A petition form is needed for each person being served.  Provide copies of supporting 

  documentation to accompany each petition. 

  

The Court will schedule a date and time for the hearing, notify the family, and notify the 

school and the Protective Services Office of the upcoming hearing within 10 days of the filing 

of the petition. 
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Miscellaneous Information 
 

 Whom to Petition:   

  The schools may petition any child between the ages of 5 to 18 years of age.  Use  

 discretion when citing a child who is under the age of 13; 

 

 ● Cite PARENTS if the child is fifteen or younger and only if the parent  

  knowingly permits the child to be truant. 

 

      

 Abuse of System: 

  In the event you suspect abuse of the system, i.e., a student has 40 “excused”  

  absences, track the “excuses”.   

   
 Continuances: 

  The Court may continue the matter if the parent or child is not present at the 1
st
  

  court hearing, to ensure the parties were properly served with notice of the hearing.  

  If the parent and/or child are not present at the 2
nd

 court hearing, the truant officer  

  may request a default judgment (found guilty) or a judge may decide to issue a bench 

  warrant (Order To Show Cause). 

 

 Timeline (Estimates Only):   

●   An Initial hearing will be held within 10 days of filing a petition 

        ●   Within 2-3 weeks a Pre-adjudication hearing will be held. 

        ●   2-3 weeks to trial (if not resolved at the initial or pre-adjudication hearing). 

  

 Conduct: 

 When bringing a matter to Court, the Truant Officer should dress 

professionally (no jeans, shorts, or tennis shoes).  All court visitors will go 

through a security check point.  Once you find the appropriate courtroom you 

must wait outside that room until you are called. 

 When you are called in and the Judge enters or leaves the bench/courtroom, 

all must rise.  Address the Judge as Your Honor and wait until you are asked 

to introduce yourself.  Never interrupt a Judge; wait your turn to speak. 

 The presentation will be based upon the petition and attachments; be prepared 

to comment on any changes since the filing of the petition. 

 Expect to be cross-examined by the accused and prepare to interview the 

family  about information they bring to the Court. 

 Be open to resolving the case informally if the opportunity presents itself.  use 

agreement forms when this happens.  
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 Safety: 

  Always take precautions to ensure safety when making home visits: 

 Travel in pairs: 

 Do not make home visits after dark. 

 

   

Penalties:                       
     

Students Parents 

Referred to Truancy Teen Court Program. Subject to fines up to $500 and garnishment of 

per capita payments by the Children’s Court. 

 

Made a Ward of the Court by petition filed by 

the Protective Services Attorney’s Office. 

Subject to criminal prosecution in the Adult 

Criminal Court and fines up to $500 and 

detention up to 180 days. 

Placed under supervision of the Children’s Court 

for up to 1 year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             

         GRIC Probation Office 

Tribal Education Department  GRIC Law Office  P.O. Box 368  

P.O. Box 97    P.O. Box 97   Sacaton, AZ 85147 

Sacaton, AZ 85147   Sacaton, AZ 85147  520-562-9270 (Sacaton) 

520-562-3662                    520-562-6200   520-550-3811 (Laveen) 
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